
Dunkirk and After 

At the time of Dunkirk the writer of these notes was twelve years old and the events of this time and 

the reaction of the local people are clearly remembered. A man who lived close by was a member of 

the British Expeditionary Force; we had been in France for a number of months. Had he got to 

Dunkirk? If so would he be fortunate enough to be rescued from the beaches? Naturally, his young 

wife was very anxious and, as neighbours, we all did our best to lend support. He did get home safely. 

This mutual support and the sense of pulling together reflected the spirit of the times. There was never 

any shortage of volunteers for the many responsibilities that required them. For example, the various 

aspects of civil defence, ranging from air raid wardens to voluntary fire-fighters, or the ladies of the 

newly formed WVS, who always seemed to be about when a cup of tea was needed. Older folk  

worked hard encouraging the purchase of National Savings by selling saving stamps and savings 

certificates from door to door to help in the financing of the war effort. 

Probably the organisation best remembered, by virtue of its portrayal in the BBC TV comedy series 

“Dad’s Army” is the Home Guard which started life as the LDV (Local Defence Volunteers). It 

mustered after a radio appeal from Anthony Eden in May 1940 when the national situation was 

beginning to look bleak. Readers may remember the full length film which told the story of the 

famous, but fictional, platoon recruited at Walmington-on Sea. When the self-appointed commanding 

officer had found a room in which to formally recruit, he was knocked over in the stampede to sign 

on. This, of course, was a situation no film production could ignore and fail to exploit. Nevertheless, it 

was true to the spirit of the time as there were 750 000 volunteers almost immediately, many of whom 

had served in 1914-1918. That figure became a million fairly quickly. 

It seems that Hitler had hoped to follow his success on the continent with an invasion of Britain, as 

many suitable European ports were filling up with invasion barges. Although the south-east coast was 

considered the most likely choice for a German landing, the East Riding coast was not ruled out as a 

possibility. If it had been chosen, Settrington could have been involved in the early stages. 

It will be recalled that a great deal of the nation’s military equipment had been abandoned in France 

and hence the provision for all regular soldiers was a problem. This meant that in the early days the 

LDV (as it was at the start) had to improvise. It is believed that all the members of the Settrington 

platoon of the Home Guard have now died. Perhaps relatives have some stories which could be 

written up. 

There is one very important part of their work which we do know about thanks to research by Alan 

Williamson, publicised in his book “East Riding’s Secret Resistances”. A small group of six to eight 

men from each village platoon were selected for special duty. They had to know the area well as, if a 

German invasion had been successful, there would be opportunities to work in ways similar to the 

French Resistance, which had been depicted in a number of films. Sabotage, collecting useful 

information and, perhaps, guerrilla warfare were all possibilities. Those chosen for these special 

duties were sworn to secrecy and, if Settrington’s experience is typical, as one expects it will be, this 

commitment was carried out to the letter. One of Settrington’s group of seven has two nieces still 

living in the village. It was a close family but neither of them knew of their uncle’s participation until 

they saw Alan Williamson’s book. 

The group was known as the Settrington Patrol and the members were: 

 



Sgt. William S. Eggleton  Gamekeeper  born 16.06.1902 

Cpt. Harold Hugill   Market Gardener born 04.01.1902 

 

Pte. Ronald G.Walden   Farm labourer  born 13.01.1908 

Pte. John Scott     Gamekeeper  born 14.01.1907 

Pte. Samuel J. Wardell   Farmer   born 17.03.1919 

Pte. James Sleightholm   Shepherd  born 11.11.1907 

Each patrol had an operational base, preferably underground, where they could hide and keep out of 

the way. The bases were well equipped with all their requirements e.g. food, fuel, weapons, timing 

devises and detonators and ammunition. 

The site of Settrington’s operational base was Nine Springs Dale, part of Mr. John Harrison’s and his 

daughter Ruth Russell’s farm, known as Duggleby High Barn. 

Some of the early operational bases would be primitive but later in the war the Royal Engineers took a 

hand, often working to a standard design.  

These brief notes probably do not do justice to the topic. The writer has a copy of Alan Williamson’s 

work if anyone would like to know more. 


